2019 CULLMAN

The 38th annual celebration
of our German heritage –
with a Southern accent!
Join the fun Oct. 2-5

Your Complimentary Copy

Member FDIC

FDIC
Member FDIC

Join us in celebrating
Cullman’s history
Cullman is proud to celebrate its German Heritage each
year at Oktoberfest. It’s a time we can all gather to reflect
on past events and anticipate future successes.
Merchants Bank has also been part of Cullman’s proud
heritage for more than 112 years, and we are
honored to serve our community.

Oktoberfest
2019

Happy Oktoberfest from everyone at Happy Homes

221B 2nd Ave SE, Cullman, AL 35055

256-737-3050

106 Second Avenue Northeast
P.O. Box 927
Cullman, AL 35056

256-734-2343
Fax 256-734-0540

Phone

Office Hours:

Monday - Friday
8 am - 4 pm

happyhomesrealestate.com

Thanks to
all of our
customers!

After hours emergency service available

www.cullmanpowerboard.com

Proudly serving the citizens of
the City of Cullman since 1951
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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Members of the Cullman Friends of Frankweiler
for 2019 are: front, Julie Burks, Pattie Tate,
Secretary Drew Green; back: Myrna Hermetz,
Susan Hauk, Ernest Hauk, Vice President Dot
Fowler, Kathy Sides, Susie Tate, President Steven
Sides, Treasurer Rudene Tidwell, Robert Tidwell,
Tina Hermetz; not pictured Samantha Hauk, Patric
Burks and Paul, Sandra and Stephen McNeal.

THINK BIG

Be an international friend
FRIENDS OF

1840 Lee Ave SW
256-775-8870

FRANKWEILER

OUR SISTER CITY

International strife is too often the news of the
day. But a small, quaint town in Germany and a
bustling city in Alabama share a unique relationship
that goes against that grain.
Frankweiler and Cullman are active, sister cities
… with a true bond. Col. John G. Cullmann was
born in Frankweiler in 1823. He, of course, went
on to found Cullman in 1873 and recruit German
expatriates to his growing town.
For 32 years, the Friends of Frankweiler and
Friends of Cullman have worked to host citizen
and student exchanges with each other. Thus we
keep alive a bond of international friendship and an
appreciation of cultures and heritage that transcend
geopolitics and the negative news we too often
hear. (Please see story on page 43.)

We’d love for you to join us.

We’re a small group. But we think big!
Fees are only $50 per year, $200 for a family.
Members are eligible for trips.
For more information, call:
Steve Sides, president at 256-734-4525.
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at

Monday, September 30th, 2019
5:00 -7:00 pm

Festhalle Market Platz
Unless noted all events take place at the Festhalle

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
8:30 am-2 pm – Wolfgang Moritz
at the Cullman County Museum

TUESDAY, OCT 1
8:30 am-2 pm – Wolfgang Moritz
at the Cullman County Museum
ADULT MENU INDLUDES:

Hauptgericht �������� Main Course
Wiener Schnitzel ���� Vienna Art
Kartoffel Salat����� Potato Salad
Rot Kohl ��Pickled Red Cabbage
Brot ��������������������������������Bread
Apfel Kuchen ����������Apple Cake
Tee ������������������������������������ Tea
CHILDREN’S MENU INDLUDES:

Hot Dogs, Chips, Cookie

1200 $ 00
5

$

Adult Preis (Price)
Children’s Preis (Price)
MUSIC BY:

The Revelations
and The Cleghorn’s
Take out meals: At the covered drive through
on the north side of the building
Eat in: Enter on the south side of the building
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

WEDNESDAY, OCT 2
8:30 am-2 pm – Wolfgang Moritz
at the Cullman County Museum
5 pm-6 pm – Hanceville High School German Band
7 pm-10 pm – Terry Cavanagh and the Alpine Express
THURSDAY, OCT 3
8:30 am-2 pm – Wolfgang Moritz
at the Cullman County Museum
10 am-11:30 am – Terry Cavanagh
and the Alpine Express
6 pm-6:45 pm – Cullman Community Band
7 pm-10 pm – Terry Cavanagh and the Alpine Express
FRIDAY, OCT 4
8:30 am-2 pm – Wolfgang Moritz
at the Cullman County Museum
5 pm-7 pm – Avenue G
9 pm-Midnight – My One & Only
SATURDAY, OCT 5
8:30 am – East and West Elementary Singers
9 am – Cullman Middle School
and Cullman High School Singers
10 am – Wallace State Singers
11 am – Wallace State Jazz Band
2 pm – Round 2
6 pm – Blind the Sky

Follow the Cullman Oktoberfest on Facebook for announcements
on additional live music for Friday and Saturday, Oct 5, 6

St. John’s Church and O.F. Richter and Sons
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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is brought you by Cullman Parks, Recreation and Sports Tourism
in conjunction with the Oktoberfest Executive Board

Sei unser gast beim Oktoberfest
(Be our guest at Oktoberfest)

B

I am grateful that I have been a part of the board the last 10 years and
e our guest and participate in Cullman Oktoberfest 2019!
have watched it grow. It is a wonderful, family-oriented event.
Don your dirndls and lace-up your lederhosen, ya’ll!
“All of the board members have put their hearts, souls and
It’s here again! One of the richest and most celebrated fall harvest and considerable energy into growing Oktoberfest and making it better
German founders’ festivals in the South. The 38th Annual Celebration of
every year,” Nancy continues. “All are volunteers. The board works
Oktoberfest in Cullman, Alabama.
together as a team.”
Each year our fair “fest” has grown and improved, and 2019 is no
Our festive event could not take place without our generous and
exception. Our partnership this year with Cullman Parks, Recreation and
reliable sponsors. We want to say a huge “thank you” for taking
Sports Tourism brings exciting new strengths and ideas to blend with our
the interest and support in our community and helping us produce
staple bands, events and people that we expect and enjoy year after year.
our celebration of our German founders and heritage, by making
The Executive Board of Cullman Oktoberfest is honored to once again Oktoberfest 2019 a reality.
have the privilege to work as volunteers year-round to help produce our
Check the websites and social media for information and updates.
city’s premier event for celebrating our German heritage.
And remember … Sei unser gast beim Oktoberfest!
And all that you’ve grown to love and expect will be at Cullman
2019 Cullman Oktoberfest Executive Board
Oktoberfest: Music, food, arts and
crafts, a huge kids area, car show, bed
races, biergarten, hund races, stein
hoisting, brat eating contest, senior day,
etc.
This year, make your experience as
a guest of the festival even more fun by
dressing the part in lederhosen, dirndls,
Oktoberfest t-shirts and hats. Enjoy the
event as you participate – and look the
part.
There will be special contests
and prizes for attire, best dirndl and
lederhosen, beards, braids, mustaches,
etc. “Colonel Cullmann” will be
roaming the Festhalle Farmers Market
each day in search of the best dressed
and most festive looking of our guests.
Join in the fun.
Our “intrepid” 2019 president,
Nancy Clemmons Moore, whose family
has helped grow the event for 25 years,
Members of the 2019 Cullman Oktoberfest Executive Board are: from left front, Larry
best expresses the boards sentiments
this way:
“Col. Cullmann” Rowlette, President Nancy Moore, Terry Harbin; back, Debbie Wood,
“I love Oktoberfest and Cullman.
Drew Green, Steve Sides and Lynda McGriff Hankey. Photo by David Moore.
Cullman Oktoberfest is a non-profit organization staffed
by volunteers committed to providing an exciting,
entertaining event that is fun for the whole family. With
the support of the community, we can continue to grow
and prosper and to celebrate our proud German heritage.
6

2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST

Mo Mc PUBLISHING LLC
David Moore, publisher/editor
Sheila McAnear, art/advertising director

Copyright 2019
MoMc Publishing LLC
and Good Life Magazine
P.O. Box 28, Arab, Ala. 35016
www.good-life-magazine.net

On behalf of the entire community,

Thank you to our 2019 sponsors
It takes the dedication and determination
of many people from all across the greater
Cullman Community. It also takes money – lots
of money – and many types of services.

The Cullman Parks, Recreation and Sports
Tourism along with the Oktoberfest Executive
Board appreciates you all. It is impossible to
name every one of the volunteers who make
Oktoberfest happen, but we would like to
recognize these major sponsors listed below
for their cooperation and generosity.

Bill Smith GMC Buick

Good Life Magazine

Brickyard Meats

Homtex

City of Cullman

Jelco

Cullman City Police, Fire and EMS

Kernal Kullman

Cullman Community Lions Club

Meeks Farm

Cullman County Museum

Mitch Smith Chevrolet

Cullman County Sheriff’s Department

Newk’s

Cullman Kiwanis Club

Pepsi Cola of Cullman

Cullman Regional Airport

Praise FM

Cullman Savings Bank

Regions Bank

Drinkard Development

Samuel Adams

Freddie Day Catering

Urgent Care Center

Goat Island Brewery

WKUL Radio Station
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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Oktoberfest 2019! There’s No Better Time to Come Eat, Sh

Apparel & Gifts
101 1st Ave. NE,
Suite 120

256-739-0898

Located Inside Mae’s Food Hall

 110 1st Ave. NE

R. DeMonia Antiques & Auctions

Popping up happiness one kernel at a time

Come sample
our seasonal
flavors
created
especially for

Antiques
Appraisals
Auctions
101 1st Avenue, NE
Tues. - Sat. 10-4

2019 CULLMAN

256-709-3780

Come sample256-841-6299
our
seasonal flavors
created especially
for
Ladies
113 1st Ave. NE

&
HGandbags
ladrags

plat

Specialty
Shop

106 1st Avenue, NE

Located in the Warehouse District
Judy Day, Owner
113 1st Ave. NE, Cullman

256-734-0681

Popping up happiness one kernel at a time

Clothing, Gifts
& Accessories
104 1st Avenue, NE
Shawn Schiehl, Owner

256-737-0092

Comfortable

LINEN & COTTON

115 1st Avenue NE

www .plat f or m

op and Explore the Charm of Cullman’s Warehouse District

112 Clark Street NE

O-Baby
Children’s
Boutique
105 1st Ave. NE, Cullman

256-735-4506

The Added Touch Too
• DESIGN
• LIGHTING
• INTERIORS
We are proud to offer you Cullman’s only Health Spa. We can
take care of all your nutritional needs and will partner with you to
achieve your best health.

Our services include:

THE ADDED TOUCH TOO

117 1st Ave NE

256-841-5400

tform

THE ADDED TOUCH

1735 Childhaven Rd

256-734-1540

A boutique for every stage of a woman’s life

 Muscle Response Testing
 Cryoskin
 Cryotherapy
 Bioscan Screening
 Massage Therapy
 Red Light Therapy Bed
 Lymphatic Drainage Machine
 Bemer and Far Infrared Sauna

If the
Shoe
Fits

Come by for a tour and
let’s get you started on
your wellness journey.
We are excited to see
you soon at Elements!

111A 1st Ave. NE

256-841-6151

“Shoes for the whole family”
 SHOES
 CLOTHING
 ACCESSORIES
We’ve Moved Around The Corner
to 108 Clark Street NE

256-739-0262

256-775-3722

m c ullman.c o m

105 1st Ave NE Suite B, Cullman, Alabama

256-615-1034

Meet 2019 Cullman Oktoberfest

Burgermeister Steve Moore
Don’t worry, the honor won’t go to his head ...
you’ll still find him working hard to ensure everyone has fun

worked the Oktoberfest dinner
at St. John’s, and when I went to
the dinner with Nancy that first
year, her mother recruited me to
fter years of dedication
wash dishes.
and hard work behind the scenes
“I didn’t mind helping out
at Oktoberfest, Steve Moore
that night. It actually became my
has stepped into the spotlight as
job for a few years,” he adds.
Cullman Oktoberfest’s newest
Even though the honor of
burgermeister.
burgermeister is a first for him,
From the shadows, he has
Steve is no stranger to the role.
quietly helped at previous
“I have actually been through
festivals over the years with
the whole burgermeister thing
setup, takedown and everyday
a couple times now,” he says.
chores such as cleaning and
“In 2008, the year after Nancy’s
moving supplies. This year he
parents were killed in a plane
is recognized for his dedication
crash, they were given the
by becoming the newest face
burgermeister title posthumously.
of Oktoberfest as the honorary
Nancy, her brother and her sister
mayor of the festival.
stood in for them that year, so I
“What an honor! I was
have experienced it with them.”
shocked when I heard the news. I
Then Nancy was selected as
never thought I would be selected
burgermeister in 2012.
to be the burgermeister,” Moore
“So I have actually been
says.
through it a couple times with
Good natured and happy to
her,” Steve says.
help, Steve spends many long
Each burgermeister brings
hours preparing for Oktoberfest.
a little something different and
Weeks ahead of the festival, he
2019 Burgermeister Steve Moore is shown in here
unique to Oktoberfest. When
can be found piling huge bales
in 2012 with his wife Nancy, that year’s burgermeister,
asked what special something
of hay along several streets in
and youngest son, Hunter. Photo by Blake Britton.
he feels he could bring to
Cullman and then later helping
Oktoberfest this year, Steve
to dress them up as the town’s
doesn’t miss a beat
beloved Hay People.
be found taking down tents, boxing
“I plan on bringing Nancy,” he
He also can be seen cleaning up
up leftover T-shirts and memorabilia
grins. “She is the most important thing.
around the Cullman County Museum and and helping to clean up around the
Everyone knows and loves her. Plus, I
helping to prepare the parking lot for the
museum and Festhalle. Eventually he
upcoming vendors. He sets up the old
will dismantle the Hay People and return know she will direct me where I need
to go and tell me what I need to do as
wagons throughout Festhalle. In the past
their clothing and hair back to storage
burgermeister.”
he has helped decorate the Oktoberfest
until the next year.
There are many other things Steve
float for the Fair Parade.
During Oktoberfest he can be seen
teve’s connection to Oktoberfest
running errands for whoever needs
is as old as his relationship with his wife,
When he has time, Steve loves working
assistance.
Nancy, a long-time Oktoberfest board
on his 106-acre farm in the Phelan area
It can get pretty dirty, hot and hectic,
member and this year’s president.
just
south of Cullman. He also farms with
but he never complains and works
“My very first experience with it was
his dad, Ernie, in Arkadelphia, where he
tirelessly.
when Nancy and I first started dating,”
Once Oktoberfest is over, he can
grew up. Photo by David Moore.
he grins. “Her mother had always
Story by
Sharon Rowlette

A
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Besides raising cattle
on his farm, Steve
also grows hay, which
would be perfect
for the iconic “Hay
People” he and
Nancy create each
year for Oktoberfest.
Using his own hay
would be simple,
but too easy. It’s a
little known fact that
Steve often bales hay
from a field owned
by Rehau, Cullman’s
largest German
industry. It makes
them all the more
appropriate.

brings to this year’s Oktoberfest
as burgermeister – things such as
his friendly smile and kind words
to everyone he comes in contact
with. He also brings with him a
spirit of community and strong
family values.
People will notice his obvious
love of Cullman’s German
heritage, and he will insist
newcomers in the area see just
how wonderful the town really
is.

B

as president. And then there’s
Oktoberfest.
“We love being a part of it
every year. I think it is really
important for Cullman to
remember and stay grounded in
its German heritage.”
Perhaps it’s not surprising that
Steve thinks Cullman has the best
Oktoberfest around.
“What’s especially odd is that
we were dry for so many years,”
he laughs. “I think we were
probably the only dry Oktoberfest
in the world. Cullman’s going
wet has really helped Oktoberfest
grow, though. We have seen more
people show up and participate
over the last few years.
“I’m glad that the organizers
of the festival have been able
to maintain the family friendly
atmosphere,” he adds. “That, in
my opinion, is the best quality
of Cullman Oktoberfest. It’s
wonderful.”

orn in Indiana, Steve is
the son of Ernie and Geneva
(Sanders) Moore. His family
moved to Alabama in 1970. He
grew up in Arkadelphia and
went to school at Hanceville
where he graduated in 1979.
After high school, he
Steve, Nancy and Hunter are joined by Clay Bonds
attended Wallace State
after erecting the Hay People in this photo from 2017.
Community College and
soon after went to work at the
also have four grandchildren, Kaden,
Walmart Distribution Center
Spencer, Liam and Cohen.
where he has been employed for 36
“Nancy and I really try to give back
years.
t’s easy to see why congratulations
While not working at Walmart, Steve to the community as much as we can,
are due to 2019 Cullman Oktoberfest
keeps busy at home on his farm with his and we try to teach our children to do
Burgermeister Steve Moore. Over
the same,” he says.
dad. Together the two maintain the hay
his years of hard-working, hands-on
Toward that desire, Steve serves on
fields and care for their cattle.
volunteerism, he has worn a smile on his
the United Way of Cullman County
He and Nancy live just outside the
face and led by example.
city limits and have four children: Nash, board as past chair and has served on the
His can-do attitude and good nature
Cullman City Schools Foundation board will, no doubt, continue to serve him well.
Brittany, Caitlin and Hunter. They

I
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SENDING
SENDING MONEY
MONEY JUST
GOT
GOTAAWHOLE
WHOLE LOT

EASIER
EASIER

It'sIt's
fast
fastand
andfree!
free!
Send
Sendfrom
fromour
ourmobile
mobileapp
app
Almost
Almostinstant
instant
Securely
Securelyauthorized
authorized

Send
Sendtotoanyone,
anyone,anywhere*
anywhere*
NoNo
registration
registrationrequired
required

*recipient
must
reside
*recipient
must
resideininthe
the
United
States
United
States

Visit
more.
Visitpeoplesbankal.com
peoplesbankal.com to learn more.
256.737.7000
256.737.7000

2019 CULLMAN

Oktoberfest – Cullman style – means lots of fun. From a classic car show in the
Warehouse District to wiener dog races at Depot Park. The fun – from Wednesday, Oct.
2 through Saturday night, Oct. 5 – is for the young, for the young at heart, for the young
of any age. It’s also a celebration. A celebration of our German roots, of people who
believed in working hard and taking the time to appreciate the fruits of those labors. So
Oktoberfest is also about great food. And something cold with which to wash it down.
This year’s official beers are Oktoberfest brews by Sam Adams and Cullman’s own
award-winning Goat Island Brewing. Ya’ll enjoy! Photos by Liz Smith and Dave Moore.

When the warm October days are over, it’s hardly the end of
Oktoberfest. Music and fun events are scheduled (details on
other pages) in the evenings. But as much as anything people
love to observe that old southern custom of visiting with
family and friends old and new. Farmers Market Festhalle and
the Cullman Oktoberfest Biergarten are favorite gathering
places, but you might just make a spot in the middle
of Second Avenue. Photos by Liz Smith.
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Banks come and banks go.
Frankly, that’s not a business
philosophy we subscribe to.
When a bank closes, it can leave customers hanging. Access
becomes more limited. Say goodbye to that convenient safe
deposit box. At Citizens Bank & Trust we know stability counts.
When we chose Cullman, we chose for the long haul. We have

BAN K & T RU S T

deep roots in this area, and we’re here when you need us with
great products and local decisions.
Citizens Bank & Trust – big on the small
things and here for the community.

223 2nd Avenue SE
(256) 841-6600
visit us at citizensbanktrust.com

Come see us at the corner of
2nd Avenue SE and 3rd Street.

First Year Free On Safe Deposit Box
With checking account opening, subject to terms and conditions — see bank representative for details.

Emma Pierce gets
a new Oktoberfest
perspective with
a bite of cupcake
Story and photos
By David Moore

F

or as long as she can remember,
Emma Pierce and her entire family
packed into the car every fall and drove
from Holly Pond to enjoy Cullman’s
Oktoberfest.
Last year, however, she enjoyed the
festival from an entirely different and
heightened perspective – that of Miss
2018 Oktoberfest.
“Since I was born, we attended
Oktoberfest every year as a whole
family. I thought Miss Oktoberfest was
so cool, so I wanted to do that.”
And so she did.
“It was most definitely intensified,”
Emma says of the experience. “It was
shocking.”
For starts, the former St. Bernard’s
senior says, it was four, long, fun-filled
days. After Wednesday night’s opening
ceremonies, she was at the Festhalle,
the Warehouse District or Depot Park
from 1 p.m. until midnight Thursday
and Friday, and from 8 a.m. through
midnight Saturday.
Emma had never considered herself
a dancer, but that status quickly changed
when Terry Cavanagh and the Alpine
Express cranked up the German music
the first night.
Long-time Oktoberfest emcee
and Energizer Bunny Larry “Col.
Cullmann” Rowlette grabbed Emma and
off they twirled.
“He taught me to dance,” she laughs.
“It was way out of my comfort zone,
but I enjoyed doing it. He is so much
fun. He made me feel so much more
comfortable about everything.”

E

mma got her first full taste of
Col. Cullmann about the time she got
her first full taste of cupcake pudding.
As a tradition during the opening
ceremonies, girls representing all of the
18
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When she discovered the filling inside her cupcake, St. Bernard senior Emma
Pierce of Holly Pond knew she was the 2018 Miss Oktoberfest.

schools in the county choose a cupcake,
and the one who bites into hers and
discovers a pudding filling is crowned
Miss Oktoberfest.
“I took a huge bite of cupcake and
it had the filling,” Emma recalls. “Then
the Colonel was there making me talk
into the microphone. It was pretty
messy.”
Ally Knight, Miss Oktoberfest 2017,
crowned Emma. In the moment they
had to speak, she tried to tell Emma
about what to expect – the dancing, the
eating, the events.
It was all very exciting, starting with
the German dirndls Emma wore.
“I’ve never worn anything like that
before,” she says.
Then Terry and the Express started
playing, the Colonel hooked arms with
her and off they went, Emma with only
a glimmer of what lay ahead.
“I am not a dancer,” she says. “But
dancing was easier to learn than I
thought it would be. And I had this wild
and crazy guy teaching me, who was
like a body guard and fun uncle.”

A

number of her friends from St.
Bernard were on hand that night.
“They got up and danced, too,”
Emma says. “One of them, Christine
Lauwerth, a German exchange student,
was pretty much at home. She and
the Colonel were instigators for the
dancing.”
Friends also joined her for some of
the concerts during the week.
Emma tried not to get too caught up
in all of the Oktoberfest food, but it’s
hard to avoid altogether.
“I did eat at Sacred Heart (which
holds an annual dinner) and loved their
German food.”
As Miss Oktoberfest, she assisted
at various contests during the week.
Scoring highest on her giggle meter was
the pickle eating contest.
“The little kids were hilarious,” she
says.
As the four full days unfurled, a
surprising insight hit Emma.
“People came from all over to
Oktoberfest,” she says.

The 2018 Miss Oktoberfest
court was, from left front:
Alexis Boner, Vinemont; Anna
Grace Norris, West Point;
2017 Miss Oktoberfest Ally
Knight, a graduate of Good
Hope; Sydney Newton,
Cold Springs; 2018 Miss
Oktoberfest Emma Pierce,
St. Bernard; back row, Leah
Tarvin, Holly Pond; Bailey
Shedd, Fairview; Logan Yates,
Hanceville; Bailey Swann,
Good Hope; and Alyssa
Sandlin, Cullman.

D

aughter of Kris and Stephanie Pierce of Holly Pond,
Emma has four siblings: Kenan, 16, Sadie, 12, Kolt, 8 and
Georgia, 4.
After graduating this year from St. Bernard’s, she started
pre-med at Samford University in Birmingham. Her goal is to
become an OB/GYN, something she decided about age 4 after
watching a C-section on TV with her mom.
St. Bernard’s does not hold pageants, rather the senior class
votes on representatives to the Cullman County Fair Queen and
Miss Oktoberfest. They must have a high GPA.
“I did not think I would get it,” Emma says of the vote. “It
was very exciting.”
Naturally, her parents and family were there for most of
Oktoberfest.
“They were excited for me and had fun being there and
experiencing it,” Emma says.
Words for future Miss Oktoberfest winners?
“I would say to get ready to talk to lots of people,” Emma
says. “And get ready to learn to dance – fast.”

After her crowning, Emma is interviewed by Col. Cullmann.

Who knows, perhaps those words will one day apply to her
sisters Sadie and Georgia.
“That,” says the outgoing Miss Oktoberfest, “would be fun.”

ECKENROD FORD LINCOLN

Happy Oktoberfest!

Continental

Mustang

Explorer

5255 AL Highway 157 • Cullman, Alabama

MKZ

Navigator

Aviator

Expedition

F150 King Ranch

256-734-3361

Nautilus

Ranger XLT

Super Duty F450

www.eckenrodford.com
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Life • Boat • Motorcycle

INSURANCE AGENCY
Thank you for allowing us to insure what’s important to you.

Happy Oktoberfest!
Gloria Williams, CEO/Agent

168 County Road 1435 (Eva Road) • Cullman, Alabama
Phone 256-737-0011
Fax 256-737-0616
freedomagency@yahoo.com
www.freedomagency.net

Helping you with your insurance needs is what we do best
Stop by the Gloria Williams Agency today
20

2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST

Nathan Eskew, right, won his second bratwurst-eating championship last year at Oktoberfest, finishing off eight brats in regular
time and two more in the tiebreaker. His family is German on his dad’s side with the Eskews and the Kretzschmars.

Brat-eating champ

Nathan Eskew first signed up for the contest after doing the math on all-you-can-eat entry fee
Story and photos
By David Moore

T

hink you can pack away the
groceries?
Think you might show ‘em how to do
it right and best the table at the annual
bratwurst eating contest this year?
Think you’re woman enough?
Think you’re man enough?
Meet the bear to beat – Nathan
Eskew, the reigning 2018 Bratwurst
Champion of Cullman Oktoberfest,
standing 6’2” and weighing in at 320 …
or maybe 325.
“I don’t even own scales,” Nathan
grins.
That’s not important. What’s
important is that he plans to be back this
year to defend his title.

Best he recalls, he was runner-up in
2017 and won the title as a rookie in
2016.
“I’m trying to remember if I
participated another year, but I know I
have done three,” Nathan says.
The years pile up under the cascading
pork.
Besides working signal maintenance
for CSX, Nathan, his father Tim and
brother Travis own and operate Eskew
Lawn Care.
The first year Nathan entered the
bratwurst contest, they had cut grass
that Saturday morning before going to
Cullman to enjoy Oktoberfest. There the
brats beckoned – and not just to Nathan’s
culinary side.
“They wanted people to enter the
contest. The fee was $10 for all you can

eat,” he laughs. “They were selling brats
(elsewhere) for $5. I said, ‘I’m going to
enter.’”

A

t his first close encounter with
competitive brats, Nathan took a laidback approach.
“I was not trying to stuff them down,”
he says. “I eat kinda’ fast anyway. I was
eating maybe a little faster than normal.”
Fast enough to win.
Last year, with Brickyard Meats as
the new sponsor, the rules changed.
Contestants no longer had to eat buns,
too – a meat-eater’s dream.
“I liked it better,” Nathan says. “It’s
easier not having to deal with the bread.
And they tasted really good. I buy meat
from there.
“The worst (or “wurst)” part last year
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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William Powell
of Vinemont,
left, who works
for Joiner
Construction,
made it to a
tiebreaker in the
bratwurst eating
contest but fell to
the champ, Nathan
Eskew. “I wouldn’t
want to mow grass
after the contest,”
Nathan laughs. “I
probably didn’t
eat anything for
supper, either.”
He is, however,
ready to take on all
challengers to his
title this year.

was that the brats were so hot I could
hardly hold them. At one point I had one
in my hand shaking it to cool while I was
eating with the other one.”
If Nathan has any secret chews or
other tricks up (or down) his gullet,
he’s playing them close to the bib of his
overalls.
But here’s a little insight to his
typical gameday: “Last year I ate two
biscuits, went and mowed, then went to
Oktoberfest and ate.”
In reality, Nathan is not a huge eater
on a daily basis, but he’s always been
able to hold his own.
“That’s probably from my
grandmother on my dad’s side,” he says.
“She liked everyone to eat and clean
their plate.”
And he was glad to oblige her.

N

athan, who lives in Hanceville,
grew up in Garden City where his dad
is the long-time mayor. Size is not an
absolute in the family.
“Dad’s pretty big, too, but I am
bigger,” Nathan says. “Travis is the
smallest.”
Travis and his wife are expecting a
son the first part of September. By late
July he already weighed as much as a
5-pound pack of brats.
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“I hope he’s like his uncle and not
me,” Travis commented at the time. It’s
unclear if “like” referred to bratwursteating championships.
After Hanceville High, Nathan
attended Wallace State Community
College for a few years then worked
at the former Price’s Hardware in
Garden City, for Pike Electric, which
installed underground cable for Cullman
Electrical Cooperative, and at AK
Rentals in Cullman. He hired on with
CSX in 2007.
As a kid he could see the train tracks
from his grandmother Mary Saddler’s
house in Hanceville. He recalls being
in school and watching the rail crews,
thinking they must have a good job.
“Me and my buddy said, ‘That must
be a good job,’” Nathan recalls.
He maintains all of the railroad
signals – including vehicle crossings and
those for trains at switches and along the
mainlines – between King Edward Road
in Cullman and CSX’s Oakworth Yard in
Decatur. In areas that can’t be reached by
service roads, he takes to the tracks in his
Hy-rail truck.

B

esides getting hired at CSX,
2007 was a great year for Nathan on
the home front. That January he and

Sheila, who grew up in Hanceville and
Cullman, married. Through Sheila’s
married daughter Erica, Nathan has two
grandkids: Crimson, 7, and Jeff “JJ” Jr.,
who’ll be 4 in September.
From time to time Nathan likes to
grill bratwursts at home. Recently he
asked JJ if he wanted to try one.
“No, Poppy,” JJ said. “I am not going
to eat that.”
Crimson, however, was more
adventuresome: “I’ll try that.”
Says Nathan, “I told them someone
has to take over the title one day.”
Until that day dawns, however, he
is the champion of the Oktoberfest
bratwurst table. But a man has to know
his limits – just how much he can
stomach, you might say.
“I have no thoughts of turning pro,”
Nathan grins, a nod to Joey “Jaws”
Chestnut.
In July, Chestnut – a Californian who
competes professionally in Major League
Eating – won his 12th Mustard Belt at
Coney Island, N.Y., eating 71 hot dogs
with buns in 10 minutes. He was four
short of the record 74 dogs he inhaled
last year. Really.
“I,” says the local champ for
Oktoberfest funsies, “have no ambitions
for that.”

Happy Oktoberfest!

Jonathan Echols
D.M.D., P.C.

James Harb
D.M.D.

We offer a wide variety of dental services:

SINGLE VISIT DIGITAL CROWNS
DENTAL IMPLANT PLACEMENT

• Teeth Whitening
• Porcelain Veneers
• Digital X-Ray
• Dentures

• Intra-Oral Cameras
• Partials
• Implant Restorations
• Root Canal Procedures

“We treat you like family.”

311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055
256-734-7151 • cullmandentist.com
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 5 pm, Friday 8 am - 1 pm
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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Candlelight Tours
Fun-lovers and history-lovers join ranks walking down 2nd Avenue
during the Cullman Candlelight Walking Tour at last year’s
Oktoberfest. Leading the tour is former Burgermeister Michael
Sullins, below center. Love history? Love fun? Love Cullman? Then join
this year’s tour at 7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 3, starting at the old Cullman
Depot located at 304 1st Ave. NE. The topic is “Cullman in the
Roaring ‘20’s.” The event is free. Photos by Liz Smith.
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DRIVE

FOR A

Take a test drive during the month of October
and we will donate

25

$

CURE

Offer good the month
of October 2019

to Cullman County Bosom Buddies Foundation

Working together to find a cure!

Alabama’s
Largest

Dealership

GMC DENALI 1500
billsmithbuickgmc.com

PROUDLY SERVING YOU OVER

60 YEARS
Visit Us Today

1940 Second Avenue NW, Cullman
Give Us A Call

256-734-4472
Home Of The Best Price Guarantee! We Have The Best Price — EVERYDAY!
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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5K and 10K
Whatever race face works for
you, wear it at the 13th Annual
Oktoberfest 5k & 10K runs
starting at 8 a.m. Saturday
at Festhalle Farmers Market.
$50 to top male and female;
recognition for tops in all age
groups. Race timing by Solid
Rock Timing. Preregister by
Sept. 23 for free T-shirt or race
day beginning at 6:30:
5K $25, 10K $30. For more,
see ad on next page.
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INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
403 4th Avenue SW
Cullman, AL 35055

Wendy Childers

Sadie Black

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

256-708-9467

256-339-1467

WendyChilders.net

SadieBlack.net

Proceeds of the annual Oktoberfest run benefit the Cullman Area Mental Health Foundation.

Thank you, Cullman for your continued support!

Oktoberfest 5K & 10K RUN
Race starts at 8 am on Saturday, October 5, 2019
Festhalle Farmers Market
209 First Avenue NE, Cullman, AL 35055

 RUNNING
 DISTANCE
RUNNING
 5K
 10K

Online registration @ itsyourrace.com
On-site race day registration at 6:30 am

NEW THIS YEAR!

Race Timing by
Solid Rock Timing
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Judi Caples
She’s been cooking
German dishes since
nusskuchen at age 10

Story and photos
By David Moore

O

ne might think that Judi Caples is a
natural for cooking German food because
she owns A Touch of German. Not so.
Actually, buying the 40-year-old
business in downtown Cullman last year
came naturally to her for the same reason
cooking German food does – Judi was
born in Germany.
Her dad, now deceased, was an
American GI in Germany when he met
and married the former Rita Gaertner. Born
in Munich, Judi and her family moved to
Birmingham when she was three. Rita’s
ways immigrated with her, and Judi grew
up eating German food plus traveling
back and forth between the U.S. and her
homeland.
“Throughout my years growing up, our
relatives came to visit us here or we went
to Germany to see them,” Judi says.
“My mother cooked German probably
75 percent of the time but she liked to
experiment, too,” she continues. “She even
took a Chinese cooking class.”
Judi used to have a good friend whose
mom cooked southern style. The two girls
traded out nights eating the best of both
worlds.
Rita introduced Judi to the kitchen at a
young age.
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“No joke … under her supervision
I would probably have been 10 when I
baked my first cake,” she says. “It was a
nusskuchen – a nut cake. I baked it in a
bundt pan.”
After Rita went to work that day, her
thoroughly inspired daughter baked “a
bunch more” nusskuchens.
“She was mad that I used up all the
eggs,” Judi laughs. “But I was excited.”

H

olidays and other big get-togethers
on either side of the Atlantic called for
big German feasts. Usually Rita cooked
the meals, while baking became Judi’s
specialty.
One of Rita’s dishes, lendentopf – pork
medallions swimming in white gravy; see
recipe on page 32 – became a Christmas
tradition. It’s one of the recipes Judi shares
in this magazine, handed down by her
mother.
“I learned it from helping in the
kitchen,” she says. “I don’t even know if
my mother had any written recipes. They
were all verbal.”
Rita’s interest in preserving German
ways were hardly limited to cooking.
A leader in Birmingham’s German
community, she was among those who
spearheaded the formation of the city’s
German club – FDSK-Das Haus – and the
first outdoor Oktoberfest there in 1977.

Judi Caples says
she loves food. And
cooking. She has
246, plus or minus,
cookbooks, most
health related. Her
love stems from her
German mother and
seems to branch
out to others. Her
son Steve attended
Culinard. Son Randy
devises great ways
to cook over open
fires. Stepson Jared
is the grill master
of the family, while
her stepfather Ken
Powell owns about
as many cookbooks
as she does.

Rita also played a part in acquisition of
a building for the club.
“She was the motivator,” Judi says.
“She was one of those people that showed
up for every event. There was no ‘if,’ ‘and’
or ‘buts’ about it.”
At club events, all of the food was made
by the members, including, of course,
Judi. For some 15 years she was one of the
Germans baking desserts.
The Birmingham club held its final big
Oktoberfest in 2016. The following year,
Rita died.
“The club sold its building,” Judi
says, “and the last event there was her
memorial.”

A

ll of this while, Judi’s life was
turning its own pages. In 2005 she was
living in Hanceville and took her son
to piano lessons with Bill Harris, at the
music store formerly operated by Baker
Productions.
It was there she met Good Hope
graduate John Caples. Her German lineage
and cooking had no bearing on the quickly
budding relationship, but they hit it off and
married that July. Bill Harris played for
their wedding.
“He felt responsible,” laughs Judi,
who insists that she and John are still
newlyweds.
Living in Hayden, Judi worked in

CHOOSE WISELY.
CHOOSE GREEN.
CHOOSE
GAS.
CHOOSE
WISELY.
CHOOSE GREEN.

Your choices you make at home can make a difference to the
environment. When you switch to natural gas appliances from
electric, you can reduce your home’s carbon footprint by as
much as 40%. Natural Gas has been the right choice for you,

CHOOSE GAS.

make it the right choice for your environment. Make a
difference, protect America’s energy future.
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Cullman-Jefferson Counties Gas District
P.O. Box 399 • Cullman, AL 35056
256-737-1600
800-321-6572 (outside Cullman County)
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OBSTTORTE
(This is a recipe for fruit flans from my cousin Monika Munser, a German baker)
6 Tbsp. all-purpose flour
5 Tbsp. granulated sugar
1 Tbsp. vanilla sugar
3 eggs, whisked
1 box instant vanilla pudding
1¾ cup milk
Fresh fruit of your choice
Clear gelatin glaze

Preheat oven to 360 and grease a flan
pan. Mix first four ingredients until light
and fluffy. Pour into flan pan. Bake 18-20
minutes until golden brown. Let cool before
filling.
Mix instant pudding with milk, then
allow it to thicken. Spread onto the “cake.”
Decorate with fruit and cover with glaze.

NOTES: You can make your own clear,
gelatin glaze or buy it at the store. I use the
common German brand, Dr. Oetker. You
can, of course, buy it at A Touch of German!
I usually make this fruit flan with
mandarin oranges, but for this recipe/
article I used strawberries and blueberries.
Use whatever you like.

the health food industry while John did
construction maintenance at St. Bernard’s.
Since 2012, Peggy Grobe-Dinsmore
had been looking to sell A Touch of
German, her store at 218 1st Ave. SE,
from which she offered, well, a touch of
the “Old World.”
The prospects intrigued Judi, but it
wasn’t until after her retirement in 2018
that the way opened for her, and, by
happenstance, she got to talk to Peggy
about it one day. They closed the deal
Aug. 7, 2018 – it would have been Rita’s
birthday, which seemed so fitting.
Today, the store keeps Judi busy …

and John. Besides taking on a second
job in the position of program director
for Cullman Parks, Recreation & Sports
Tourism, he also repairs cuckoo clocks for
Judi’s customers.

cookbooks than I have sense and time to
cook,” she says. “We eat cereal! If time
allows, I’ll make schnitzel. John likes that
a lot.”
Mostly her German recipes passed
down from Rita come out for holiday
celebrations. And Judi still likes baking
desserts.
In fact, for Oktoberfest – from either
her store or a booth in Depot Park – she’ll
sell German desserts by the slice.
To tide you over in the meantime – or
any time – Judi offers these recreations of
Rita’s German recipes.
Genießen! Enjoy!
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I

f you attend Second Fridays in
September, you can buy bratwurst in
front of Judi’s shop. Members of the
Birmingham German Club will grill and
sell them at the popular event.
But it’s hard for Judi to find time to
prepare anything in the kitchen, German
or otherwise, these days.
“John will tell you I have more

CULLMAN

♥

Be an Ambassador
We enjoy a great quality of life
and quality job opportunities. We have
dynamic people working to promote Cullman,
but you are the perfect ambassador.
This is your home. You love it too!
We need you to…

Talk up Cullman
with all non-residents
you know and meet!

“Cullman is a great place to start a career. There are numerous jobs
in retail, manufacturing and everything in between.” – Ashley Graves,
project coordinator, Cullman County Economic Development

Oktoberfest
780 Main Street NE
Hanceville, AL
256-352-6245

comfort food

1615 Town Square
Cullman, AL
256-739-4380

5754 AL Hwy 157
Cullman, AL
256-739-4310
250 N
Brindlee Mtn. Pkwy.
Arab, AL
256-586-6567

harvest fresh!

tailgating

only available @
Town Square &
Hanceville Locations

celebrations

WWW.WAREHOUSEDISCOUNTGROCERIES.COM

fall decorations
Warehouse Discount Groceries proudly serves
our customers with the freshest variety of
meats and produce, along with a full line of
grocery items at competitive prices. Whether
you are preparing for a Fall celebration,
tailgating, or preparing a comfort meal for
these cool Fall evenings, we have what you need
at great prices! Each of our locations is
managed and staffed with friendly, knowledgeable folks who are happy to serve you!
Don’t forget to check out our local circular.
We are proud to serve our local communities!
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LENDENTOPF
1 pork loin
1 large carton mushrooms
Ham slices, diced
Bacon, diced
Onion, diced
32 oz. of heavy cream
1 Tbsp. butter

On the day before serving, brown
loin and refrigerate overnight.
Day of, slice pork into medallions
and arrange in 9x13 baking dish. In
one pan, brown onion until glazed.
Add bacon, then add ham; cook until
done.

In another pan, slightly brown
mushrooms in butter. Mix all
ingredients and pour over pork. Add
cream. Bake at 350º for 45 minutes.
Serve with sliced baguette or your
favorite bread for soaking up the
creamy gravy.

SALAD
DRESSING
1 pkg. dill-krauter
seasoning
3 Tbsp. water
3 Tbsp. your
favorite oil
Mix well. FYI,
you can find dillkrauter (krauter
is German for
herbs) at A Touch
of German. You
can also mix the
package with
whipping cream
for Judi’s German
cucumber salad.
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CUCUMBER SALAD
4 medium cucumbers, sliced
thin
1 pkg. of dill-krauter
mix (see recipe for salad
dressing)
Salt to taste
1 pint of heavy whipping
cream, liquid
Salt cucumber slices.

Refrigerate for about 1 hour;
remove and pour off liquid.
Add dill-krauter package and
whipping cream; mix.
NOTE: Sour cream and
yogurt are traditionally used
for cucumber salad, but my
mom used whipping cream
and so do I. Try it for great
change!

SAINT JOHN’S
E VA N G E L I CA L
P R O T E S TA N T
C H U RC H

P R O U D LY R O O T E D D E E P I N C U L L M A N ’ S G E R M A N H E R I TA G E

– SINCE 1874 –

The history of St. John’s is closely
linked to the founding and
growth of Cullman itself. After
the Civil War, when many people
were hearing of the beautiful
countryside of northern Alabama,
a group of German pioneers, led
by Johann Gottgried Cullmann,
acted with vision and courage
and moved to the area to
establish a free German colony.
The actual settlement in
Cullman began in late April
1873, with five families.
The town was planned
carefully - wide streets, parks
on each side of the railway,
and land designated for
churches. In 1874
Colonel Cullmann
and those first
families founded
the first religious

organization in the community
and the area. The church
was first named First
Evangelical Protestant Church
(later changed to St. John’s
Evangelical Protestant Church),
and a sanctuary was quickly
constructed. The German families
were people with deep
religious backgrounds
and the church
quickly thrived with
services all
conducted
in German.
In 1922,
the present
church
sanctuary was
constructed.

Services continued in German
until 1932.
Today St. John’s is part of the
Evangelical Association of
Reformed and Congregational
Christian Churches. True to our
original charter, St. John’s is a
community church, and welcomes
people of all denominational
backgrounds who desire to
faithfully worship and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Rev. John Richter invites you to
join them in Sunday morning
services at 8:00, 9:30 and 10:30
a.m.
Find our service times and read
our full story at www.sjepc.com

512 2nd Ave SE • 256-734-0344
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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It took two former burgermeisters to get it done, but the stubborn ribbon finally succumbed to the big scissors to officially open
the 2018 Oktoberfest. Pictured from left are: 2001 Burgermeister Larry “Col. Cullmann” Rowlette, 2016 Burgermeister the Rev.
John Richter, Cullman Mayor Woody Jacobs, Cheryl Harrison, 2017 Burgermeister John Dean, 2018 Burgermeister Ben Harrison,
2018 Oktoberfest Board President and 2015 Burgermeister Nicole Vance, 2017 Miss Oktoberfest Ally Knight
and Friends of Frankweiler President Steve Sides. Photos by David Moore.

Plan your days of Oktoberfest fun
Unless otherwise noted, all events and
music take place at Festhalle Farmers
Market, 209 1st Ave. NE. The Cullman
Oktoberfest Biergarten is located next to
Festhalle. Admission into Oktoberfest and
all entertainment is free.
Monday, Sept. 30
• 9 a.m.-2 p.m. – School tours at the
Cullman County Museum
• 9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Nimble Thimble
Quilt Guild display at the Cullman County
Museum
• 5 p.m.-7 p.m. – St. John’s Church
Oktoberfest dinner (see page 37)
Tuesday, Oct. 1
• 7 a.m.-2 p.m. – Farmers Market
• 9 a.m.-2 p.m. – School tours at the
Cullman County Museum
• 9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Nimble Thimble
Quilt Guild display at the Cullman County
Museum
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Wednesday, Oct. 2
• 9 a.m.-2 p.m. – School tours at the
Cullman County Museum
• 9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Nimble Thimble
Quilt Guild display at the Cullman County
Museum
• 5 p.m.-10 p.m. – Carriage rides
• 5 p.m.-10 p.m. – Cullman
Oktoberfest Biergarten
• 5 p.m.-7 p.m. – Sacred Heart
German dinner (See page 37)
• 6 p.m.-7 p.m. – Opening ceremonies
with burgermeister introduction and Miss
Oktoberfest
• 6 p.m.-10 p.m. – Children’s activities
in the Cullman County Museum parking
lot
• 7 p.m. – Paper airplane contest in
the Cullman County Museum parking
lot sponsored by the Cullman Regional
Airport
• 7:30 p.m. – Pickle eating contest
(ages 14 and under)

• 8 p.m. – Contests for best German
costume contest, longest beard and braid
• 9 p.m. – Stein hoisting contest
Thursday, Oct. 3
• 7 a.m.-2 p.m. – Farmers Market
• 9 a.m.-2 p.m. – School tours at the
Cullman County Museum
• 9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Nimble Thimble
Quilt Guild display at the Cullman County
Museum
• 10 a.m.-2 p.m. – Senior Day (Music,
lunch, bingo biergarten and more)
• 5 p.m.-10 p.m. – Carriage rides
• 5 p.m.-10 p.m. – Cullman Oktoberfest
Biergarten
• 6 p.m.-10 p.m. – Children’s activities in
the Cullman County Museum parking lot
• 7 p.m. – Paper airplane contest in
the Cullman County Museum parking lot
sponsored by the Cullman Regional Airport
• 7 p.m. – Candlelight walking tour
beginning at the Cullman Depot

• 7:30 p.m. – Pickle eating contest (ages
14 and under)
• 8 p.m. – Best German costume contest
and longest beard and braid contests
• 9 p.m. – Stein hoisting contest
Friday, Oct. 4
• 9 a.m.-2 p.m. – School tours at the
Cullman County Museum
• 9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Nimble Thimble
Quilt Guild display at the Cullman County
Museum
• 10 a.m.-8 p.m. – Arts and crafts show at
Depot Park
• 3:30 p.m.-Midnight – Cullman
Oktoberfest Biergarten
• 4 p.m.-10 p.m. – Children’s activities in
the Cullman County Museum parking lot
• 5 p.m.-7 p.m. – Wine tasting at the
Cullman Oktoberfest Biergarten
• 5 p.m.-10 p.m. – Cullman Oktoberfest
Classic Car Show 1st Ave. Warehouse District
• 5 p.m.-7 p.m. – Christ Lutheran
Oktoberfest dinner (See page 37)
• 6 p.m.-8 p.m. – Living History
cemetery tour sponsored by the Cullman
County Historical Society (tours every 30
minutes; transportation provided from
Festhalle)
• 7 p.m. – Paper airplane contest in
the Cullman County Museum parking lot
sponsored by Cullman Regional Airport
• 7:30 p.m. – Pickle eating contest (ages
14 and under)
• 8 p.m. – Best German costume contest
and longest beard and braid contests
• 9 p.m. – Stein hoisting contest
Saturday, Oct. 5
• 7 a.m.-9 p.m. – Farmers Market
• 8 a.m. – Oktoberfest 5K and 10K run
sponsored by Cullman Area Mental Health
(registration begins at 6:30 a.m.)
• 8 a.m.-8 p.m. – Arts and crafts show at
Depot Park
• 8 a.m.-10 p.m. – Children’s activities in
the Cullman County Museum parking lot
• 9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Nimble Thimble
Quilt Guild display at the Cullman County
Museum
• 9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Oktoberfest Junior
Sidewalk Art Show in front of city hall (prizes
awarded)
• 9 a.m. – K9s-4-A-Kause at Depot Park
sponsored by Cullman Kiwanis Club
• 9 a.m.-10 p.m. – Carriage rides
• 10 a.m.-7 p.m. – Bingo at Sacred Heart
Church (concessions sold)

“Proust!” Colonel Cullmann and 2018 Burgermeister Ben Harrison raise a special
family stein following the opening ceremonies last year. Ben’s father, Paul Harrison,
gave him the bronze stein the night before. Ben’s great uncle Father Tim Harrison
made it for the Cullman Centennial in 1973. He also made the bust of Cullman
founder Col. John Cullmann, which is in the Cullman County Museum, as well as the
green house plaques displayed on historical homes in the city.
• 10 a.m.-midnight – Cullman
Oktoberfest Biergarten
• 12 p.m. – Community Lions Club bed
races at Depot Park
• 12:30 p.m. – Bratwurst eating contest
• 2:45 p.m. – Paper airplane finals in
the Cullman County Museum parking lot
sponsored by the Cullman Regional Airport
• 4 p.m.-7 p.m. – Cornhole
tournament at Goat Island Brewing
sponsored by St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
and School; food truck available;

amateur registration $30 per team,
professional registration $50 per team;
prizes awarded; stpaulscullman.com and
alabamacornhole.com/events
• 5 p.m.-7 p.m. – Wine tasting at the
Cullman Oktoberfest Biergarten
• 7:30 p.m. – Pickle eating contest
(ages 14 and under)
• 8 p.m. – Best German costume
contest and longest beard and braid
contests
• 10 p.m. – Stein hoisting contest
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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Music
Chicken dance, clap,

sing along, tap your feet
... whatever moves you

Monday, September 30
• 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. – Wolfgang Moritz at
the Cullman County Museum
Tuesday, Oct. 1
• 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. – Wolfgang Moritz at
the Cullman County Museum
Wednesday, Oct. 2
• 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. – Wolfgang Moritz at
the Cullman County Museum
• 5 p.m.-6 p.m. – Hanceville High
School German Band
• 7 p.m.-10 p.m. – Terry Cavanagh and
the Alpine Express
Thursday, Oct. 3
• 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. – Wolfgang Moritz at
the Cullman County Museum
• 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. – Terry Cavanagh
and the Alpine Express
• 6 p.m.-6:45 p.m. – Cullman
Community Band
• 7 p.m.-10 p.m. – Terry Cavanagh and
the Alpine Express
Friday, Oct. 4
• 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. – Wolfgang Moritz at
the Cullman County Museum
• 5 p.m.-7 p.m. – Avenue G
• 9 p.m.-Midnight – My One & Only
• Follow the Cullman Oktoberfest on
Facebook for announcements on additional
live music for Friday, Oct. 4.
Saturday, Oct. 5
• 8:30 a.m. – East and West Elementary
Singers
• 9 a.m. – Cullman Middle School and
Cullman High School Singers
• 10 a.m. – Wallace State Singers
• 11 a.m. – Wallace State Jazz Band
• 2 p.m. – Round 2
• 6 p.m. – Blind the Sky
• Follow the Cullman Oktoberfest on
Facebook for announcements on additional
live music for Saturday, Oct. 5.
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When a band did not show up to play the “National Anthem” at the opening
ceremonies, emcee Larry “Col. Cullmann” Rowlette asked if anyone could sing it.
Alyssa Sandlin, representing Cullman High School in the Miss Oktoberfest court,
raised her hand, took the mic and sang a flawless and rousing rendition a cappella.
Another special moment was a posthumous recognition of Jim Swofford. One of
the last two founding members of the Cullman Oktoberfest board – the other being
Elaine Fuller – Jim and his old pin-festooned Alpine hat were featured in the 2018
Oktoberfest magazine. He had hoped to attend last year’s event but died between
the magazine’s publication and before the festival. Col. Cullmann procured a new
Alpine hat with a 2018 Oktoberfest pin. During the opening ceremonies, he handed
it to board member Neville Franks, lower right, a lieutenant with Cullman Fire
Rescue, who climbed a light tower overlooking the dance floor in the big tent,
and placed the hat there so Jim could symbolically oversee events
at the festival he helped start back in 1981.

Here’s your German menu for the week
GERMAN MEALS ALL WEEK
Sept. 30-Oct. 5
• Freddie Day Catering – 10:30 a.m.-2
p.m. at Festhalle. Bratwurst, potato salad,
red cabbage, sauerkraut, bread, dessert.
• Busy Bee Café – 5 p.m.-close;
restaurant at 101 5th St. SE, Cullman.
Schnitzel cooked to order, German
sausages, and various German-style sides
and desserts.
SPECIAL DINNERS
Monday, Sept. 30

Frankenmuth, Mich., country style kraut,
hot German potato salad, applesauce,
green beans, homemade desserts,
drink. Adults $12, children $5. Music by
Wolfgang Moritz. More info: 256-7343730

• 5 p.m.-7 p.m. – St. John’s
Evangelical Church. Authentic German
hauptgericht, wiener schnitzel, potato
salad, picked red cabbage, bread, apple
cake and tea.
Music provided by The Revelations
and The Cleghorns. Adults $12, children
$5 (hot dog, chips, and cookie). More
info: 256-734-0344

Friday, Oct. 4
• 5 p.m.-7 p.m. – Christ Lutheran
Church. Roast pork, hot dogs, German
potato salad, sauerkraut, green beans,
dinner roll, drink and dessert. Adults $12.
Catered by Augusta’s. More info: 256734-7056.

Wednesday, Oct. 2
• 5 p.m.-7 p.m. – Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, Family Life Center.
Authentic German bratwurst from

E X P E R I E N C E G E R M A N FO O D & F U N
D U R I N G O KTO B E R F E ST 2 019

O CTO B E R 2- 5
OPEN TUESDAYS,
THURSDAY,
& SATURDAYS
7AM - 2PM

Cullman's farmers market is located in the historic Warehouse District. You can
ﬁnd a wide assortment of fresh home-grown produce, delectable fruits and berries,
baked goods ranging from fried fruit pies to freshly-baked breads, herbs and
spices, jams, preserves, pickles, relishes, cut ﬂowers, landscaping plants, handmade
crafts, and local honey.

LOCATED AT
209 1ST AVENUE NE
CULLMAN, AL 35055

S E N I O R N U T RI T I O N P RO G R A M VO U C H E RS AC C E P T E D
TO RE N T FO R PA RT Y, REC E P T I O N , O R M A RK E T S PAC E , CA L L ( 2 5 6 ) 7 3 4 - 9 1 5 7

ECKENROD FORD LINCOLN

Happy Oktoberfest!

Continental

Mustang

Explorer

5255 AL Highway 157 • Cullman, Alabama

MKZ

Navigator

Aviator

Expedition

F150 King Ranch

256-734-3361

Nautilus

Ranger XLT

Super Duty F450

www.eckenrodford.com
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Bed Races
Cody’s Crew, above, readies to shove off during last
year’s bed races. The team won first place – and
$300. The event is a fundraiser for the Cullman
Community Lions Club. The event will be held
at noon at Depot Park. To register, visit: www.
cullmancommunitylions.com. Photos by David Moore.

38

2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST

Please ...

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE
& DON’T TEXT & DRIVE

Have a
fun and safe
- Sheriff Matt Gentry
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Let Us Be Your Hometown Lender
FIRST
COMMUNITY
BANK

420 2nd Avenue SW
Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-4863

www.fcbcullman.com

• Purchase
• Refinance
• Construction
• Home Improvement
• Commercial
• Land
* All Loans Subject to Approval

APEL

STEEL

S T E E L F A B R I C AT I O N E X P E RT S
Built right. Built strong.
Just like our hometown of Cullman.
Enjoy Oktoberfest. Cheers!
Our team at APEL STEEL fabricates quality structural
steel building members for projects small and huge.
We fabricate beams, angle irons, flat bar, plate, columns, tubing and more.
We include steel joists and metal roof deck in our bid package.
We do steel erection, too.

At APEL STEEL we adjust our process to meet each client’s individual needs.

BUILT RIGHT. BUILT STRONG. APEL STEEL. 256-739-6280
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Paper Airplanes

Airplane contests will be held nightly during Oktoberfest at 7 p.m.
in the parking lot behind the Cullman County Museum. The event is
free and paper will be provided for Blue Angel wanna-bes. Judging
is based on accuracy and distance with prizes for the daily winners.
The finals –open to the daily winners – will be held Saturday about
2:45 p.m. The event, appropriately enough, is sponsored by Cullman
Regional Airport. Photos by Liz Smith and David Moore.
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PROGRAMS & EVENTS
FOR ALL AGES
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AT

CULLMANPARKSREC
CULLMANRECREATION.ORG
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Students reflect on ambassador trip to Germany

Story by
David Moore

I

Antonia and Verena visited Cullman
through the Friends of Cullman and
Friends of Frankweiler groups in 2016.
Verena and Sigrid visited here last year
with two other members of the Friends
of Cullman. Those trips were featured

• What if any insights did the trip offer
or open up to you in regard to how you
view the world in general?

t was the summer of 2018 that
Lexie: I liked Germany. It showed me
Alexis “Lexie” Marks and Kevin Killen
we are all kind of the same, especially
visited Germany as ambassadors for
people in my age group. It
the Cullman Friends of
also helped me appreciate
Frankweiler. Even so, they
America and its diversity
find their memories still
in food and people.
harken back to their twoKevin: The world is
week experience.
much bigger than what
Music is Kevin’s trigger.
I had conceived. Other
“I think about the trip
people’s regions and
when certain songs come
cultures are very important
on that I listened to when I
to them. And they can be
was in Germany,” he says.
very similar to our own.
Lexie revisits more
often.
• Did the trip change
“It’s one of my favorite
the way you think about
memories,” she says. “I
people?
think I talk about it too
much. I think it’s the most
Lexie: I view people
interesting thing about me.”
through character and not
The two have been close
really where they are from.
friends since 2004 and grew
I did not go over there
up as neighbors.
thinking people would
Lexie was raised by her
be way different than us
grandmother, Gina Marks.
because I already knew
“She was scared for her
Antonia and Verena. We
baby to go overseas, but
hung out when they were
I talked her into it,” she
in the United States. We
laughs.
still communicate daily.
Son of Dianne
Kevin
and
Lexie
stand
with
a
stature
of
Martin
Luther
in
front
We are still good friends.
Misegades and Peter Killen,
of
Stiftskirche,
the
largest
church
in
Landau.
Kevin: Everywhere
Kevin was encouraged to
we went, the people were
go in part by his uncles,
generally nice. I think
Dean and Peter Misegades,
in the 2016 and 2018 Oktoberfest
people in general are nice, but you never
respective burgermeisters of Cullman
magazine.
know what to expect when you are
Oktoberfest in 1993 and 2007. Plus, his
Lexie and Kevin discussed their trip
traveling overseas to another country
mother lived there as a child.
for this year’s Oktoberfest magazine …
Kevin and Lexie graduated from
– especially your first time out of the
Cullman High in 2018. She now lives
states.
• What most surprised you about the
in Birmingham and is majoring in
trip?
social work at UAB. He is taking an
• What do you like about German
entrepreneurial path and plans to provide
culture and way of life?
Lexie: I felt like I was home there.
home mobility therapy services.
I thought it would be a bigger cultural
Lexie: I loved that Germany was
shock than it was.
healthier and had a cleaner environment
he first week in Germany, they
Kevin: I thought it would be culture
than the United States. I loved the
stayed with Antonia Poulsen and her
shock, but we fit in pretty seamlessly
Heidelberg Castle along with attending
mother in their apartment in Landau, a
with everyone. I’d have to say the heat
the Frankweiler Wine Festival and riding
10-minute drive from Frankweiler. The
was a surprise. I expected it to be a
a vintage tractor through the countryside
second week they stayed in Frankweiler,
cooler temperature than what was.
from town to town.
Lexie stayed with Verena Rong and her
But I think I’ll remember the people I
The people were very nice, but that
mother, Sigrid; Kevin with the Sohn
met the most. I think that was one of my
was not necessarily a surprise.
family, which owns a vineyard there.

T
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Lexie shot this photo of Heidelberg from the famous castle of the same name. The Neckar River flows through the
romantic city. The castle was one of Lexie’s favorite sites on the trip.

favorite parts, just hanging out with other
people.
Kevin: Everything was very clean,
and it seemed like a very orderly society.
It was cool in those regards, compared
to, say, going to Birmingham and seeing
cracked streets and old light poles. The
infrastructure in Germany is very well
kept. I wish we would do more of that.
It seems they are an advancing
culture, like there was new architecture
everywhere. It was very creative in that
sense.
The people were nurturing and took
care of us. Antonia’s apartment complex
where we stayed the first week was
called Philosopher’s Park. It was clean
looking. There was art in the parking
garage, more like graffiti. An artist had
written little philosophic quotes and
illustrations that matched the quotes.
• What didn’t you like about visiting
Germany?
Lexie: We really only ate German
food. I missed the very diverse American
44
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food culture. You probably could get
more diverse food in bigger, touristy
parts of the country, but I just really
wanted to mix it up with our meals.
Kevin: In the region where we stayed
they did not use air-conditioning in the
homes and rarely in any of the other
buildings, and we ended up being there
in the two hottest weeks of the summer.
We had trouble sleeping and eating in
restaurants and riding in cars.
If I go back I will make sure
that wherever I’m sleeping has airconditioning … either that I will go back
at a cooler time.
• What was the funniest thing that
happened on the trip?
Lexie: Kevin and I came across
this pizza shop one day and ordered
a pepperoni pizza. It turned out that a
“pepperoni pizza” in Germany is a pizza
with peppers. We were disappointed.
Also, I found it funny that Antonia’s
grandmother would have a full
conversation with us in German, like

we could understand anything she
said. I took German in high school, but
anything past simple greetings, and I am
lost.
Kevin: The family that Alexis stayed
with in Frankweiler took us mountain
biking one morning with no stretching
or water or seat padding. We had never
mountain biked before, and we went a
mile and half up a graveled mountain
trail. Alexis threw up.
• Anything else you want to add about
the trip?
Lexie: Their school system is set up
differently than ours, but we are pretty
much alike. The young adults probably
enjoy techno and rock music more than
kids here.
Kevin: One of my favorite
experiences was visiting the Porsche
headquarters in Stuttgart. I am a car
junkie and got to see the museum there
filled with high-end Porches I didn’t
think I would ever see, especially the
Model 911 R. It’s very rare.

But when we went to the museum, the
only car you get inside and feel and see
was the 911 R. That was really cool.
• What do you think about the sistercity relationship between Cullman and
Frankweiler?
Lexie: The relationship we have
is great. I think both Cullman and
Frankweiler should promote it to the
youth, maybe even start a pen pal thing
and build a stronger relationship within
that.
Kevin: The people and culture in
Frankweiler are common to us in ways.
Unlike bigger cities there, Frankweiler
was more old school. It wasn’t modern
architecture. It was a quiet town like

Lexie: This has been a once in a
lifetime opportunity for me to see the
relationship with our sister city. I would
encourage younger members to join so we
can preserve the family type relationship
with Frankweiler and have an opportunity
to meet your “sisters and brothers” of
Frankweiler.
Kevin: If you were extended the
opportunity to travel to another country
overseas, to be immersed in a culture
you have never experience, why would
you not go? It was great to experience
another culture I might otherwise have
never gotten the chance to experience – or
perhaps not even considered experiencing.
I am very grateful for the opportunity
the Friends provided. It’s something I will
definitely remember for a lifetime.

Cullman. No one was out late and
everyone attended church on Sunday.
That’s how they are kind of similar to
Cullman.
It was interesting to see the
differences, too. Frankweiler is near the
base of a mountain. It overlooks rolling
vineyards. It was very beautiful and
stretched flat in the distance. There used
to be an ice sheet over it and it melted
and scraped the land back. There are
windmills everywhere, modern ones. I
think they were for electric generation.
Our relationship with Frankweiler
exposed us to all of this.
• Why might you encourage people
your age to become involved in Cullman’s
Friends of Frankweiler?

Enjoy the 2019
Oktoberfest!

CHEERS!
P 256 734 2114
F 256 734 2142

508 FIRST AVE S.E.

CULLMAN, AL 35055

S T. JO H N

& ASSOCIATES
OVER
25 YEARS
PLANNING
& DESIGN
25 YEARS
PLANNING
& DESIGN

WEBB WHEEL – Innovation in Motion
We are proud of Cullman’s rich heritage and the strong work ethic it has
produced. It is an honor to be a part of its vibrant economy today.

WWW.WEBBWHEEL.COM
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Enjoy the 2019 Cullman Oktoberfest
–• Stop in with us for a visit • –

O.F. Richter & Sons, Inc.
308 First Street, SE
Cullman, Alabama 35055

256-734-0582
1-800-235-9607
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Entertainment

Among the entertainers last year were the Beatlads, a Beatles cover group,
Brandon Elder, lower right, an Arab musician who was on American Idol, and,
of course, Terry Cavanagh & Alpine Express. A tradition at Oktoberfest, Terry
and his Express return this year along with many local school bands and the
Cullman Community Band. Avenue G, Round 2 and Blind the Sky are set to play
this year. Follow the Cullman Oktoberfest on Facebook for announcements
on additional music acts. Photos by Liz Smith.
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Contests

48

2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST

Oktoberfest has lots of fun contests. One is the cornhole tournament, open to social
and pro teams alike. Sponsored by St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School, it will
be held from 4-7 p.m. Saturday at Goat Island Brewing, with food trucks and kiddo
activities on hand. This year the Alabama Cornhole Association will run the tourney.
To preregister, visit: alabamacornhole.com or stpaulscullman.com; or register at the
event. Contests for the longest beards and braids and costume are held nightly
around 8 p.m. at Festhalle. Prizes for winners, but you can’t win the same
contest more than once. Photos by Liz Smith and David Moore

We’re hoping you have
the best Oktoberfest !
Opening
Doors In
Cullman
Since 1967

BILLY JOE RAY
256-739-1444

JUDY GREEN
256-708-3605

BURNS BROWN
256-708-4567

BRANNON RAY
256-708-2111

VIRGINIA BARNETT
256-708-3619

JEANICE GALIN
256-708-8645

PATRICK RAY
256-708-1872

DEBBIE WOOD
256-338-7234

STACY HEATHERLY
256-708-9670

HUNTER BREWER
256-612-7962

PAULA JONES
256-385-0521

LISA NELSON
256-708-1614

COLEY HICKS
205-500-0825

LARA JESSE
256-338-2629

Find the right

HOME.

Find the right

REALTOR®.
See the

DIFFERENCE.
View our properties
on our website and...

256-739-1444 115 5th Street SE • Cullman

www.DoyleRealEstate.com

We take pride in our quality work ...

... We also take pride in our German heritage, pride in the extended Cullman community and pride in ...

Feiern! Celebrate!
Since 1941, Apel has provided top-quality work and materials for Cullman County and beyond. Today,
our services and products range from steel sales and fabrication, to commercial and residential general
contracting. We also specialize in welding, industrial supplies, and utility construction throughout Alabama.
Apel Machine & Supply Company, Inc.

9910 US Highway 31, Hanceville, AL 35077

256-734-2032

John Apel, President

www.apelmachine.com
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Welcome to the unique heritage of
“The German Colony of North Alabama”
Experience our museum now with fresh new
colors throughout. Fun for the entire family.
School field trips • Guided group tours

Sacred Heart of Jesus
Catholic Church

Located one mile off
I-65 at exit 308 at
211 2nd Avenue NE
Cullman, AL 35055
Toll Free
1-800-533-1258
Tel 256-739-1258
Fax 256-737-8782

Everyone is invited to attend the annual
celebration of Cullman’s German heritage.

Wednesday, October 2, 2019 • 5- 7 p.m.
At The Family Life Center, 217 2nd Avenue SE
MENU: Authentic German Bratwurst,
German Potato Salad, Homemade Kraut, Green Beans,
Applesauce, Bread, Desserts & Drink

Adults$12

Children$5

Separate Take Out Line For Faster Service

Music By WOLFGANG

MORITZ

Sponsored by the church’s Altar Society

REGULAR MUSEUM HOURS:
Monday - Friday 9 am - 4 pm
Saturday: 10 am - 2 pm
Closed on Sunday and holidays
www.CullmanCountyMuseum.com

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
The Little School Where Big Things Happpen
112 Second Avenue SE, Cullman, Alabama

256-734-4563

WWW.SHSCULLMAN.COM

Sacred Heart School will sponsor its annual

“BINGO PARTY AND RAFFLE”
Saturday, October 5th

INSIDE the Family Life Center from 10 am to 8 pm.
Food will be available for purchase and fun for all!!!
Everyone is invited to attend.

“GIANT RUMMAGE SALE”
Saturday, October 12th

Drop by during Oktoberfest in to see our new look
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INSIDE the Family Life Center of the Church
from 6 am to 1 pm.

OKTOBERFEST

More Contests

Stein hoisting and pickle eating are two other contests held daily during Oktoberfest.
The physically challenging stein hoisting is open only to those 18 and older – but it’s
not limited to guys only. There’s a division for women, too. Stein hoisting is at 9 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday, about 9:50 or 10 p.m. Friday and Saturday. Pickle eating
is for kids to chomp down on. A dilly of an event, matches are held at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday-Saturday. Photos by Liz Smith and David Moore.
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HARD HATS FOR THE JOB.
SOFT HEARTS FOR THE
COMMUNITY. The linemen of Cullman
Electric Cooperative are proud to have helped
members pass along reliable electricity and
community values for generations. Learn more
about the power of your co-op membership at
TogetherWeSave.com.

424 Second Avenue SE • 256-734-6842
Worship 10:00 • Sunday School 9:00
We Celebrate Holy Communion Each Sunday
Ours Is An Open Communion

Friday, October 4th, 2019 • 5-7 pm
$

12

Price:
Tickets only available at the door night of dinner (no pre-sales.)

Enjoy a wonderful meal catered by

MENU: German Pork Roast, Gravy, German Potato Salad,
Sauerkraut, Green Beans, Roll, Hot Dogs, Dessert, Drink
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Story and photos
By David Moore

H

itting the century mark
this year, Busy Bee is the oldest
restaurant in German-founded
Cullman. It’s also the closest thing
the city has to a German restaurant.
“Being a German town,” says
Stevie Douglas, who co-owns the
restaurant with her brother Kyle
Spears, “you would think we’d have
a German restaurant, but nope.”
She and Kyle – the chef – love
German food and do their best to fill
the void in the market. Kyle cooks
schnitzel and brats on Friday and
Saturday nights, plus they serve
various German dishes the entire
week of Oktoberfest.
While they don’t have German
ties in their Scottish/English blood,
they now have someone on payroll.
Nina Maibaum was hired earlier this
year to help Kyle cook. Her husband
Stefan gives his seal of approval to
her workplace.
“Stefan pronounced Busy Bee’s
jäger gravy the best he’s had since
they moved here from Germany six
years ago,” Stevie says.
Kyle takes pains to make his
German dishes good, and they
apparently pay off.
“I use authentic German
sausage,” he says. “At Oktoberfest,
we sell out two hours before
closing.”
For his schnitzel, Kyle doesn’t
merely pat the cubed pork or chicken
with flour and breadcrumbs. Rather
he massages the mix into the meat
before pan-frying it for a delightful
crust.
Stevie’s favorite dish that Kyle
makes during Oktoberfest is his
rouladen. It’s made with beef, spicy
brown mustard, pickles, bacon and
onion.

Busy
Bee
The city’s oldest
eatery doubles down
on its German ‘accent’
for Cullman Oktoberfest
Chef Kyle Spears’ various brat plates
are among the German dishes offered
regularly at Busy Bee. For Oktoberfest he
prepares other special plates.

P

eter Eshrig, the longtime German teacher at Cullman
High School, is at least partially
responsible for giving Busy Bee’s
menu a German accent.
As a student, Stevie accompanied
Peter and her classmates on a senior
trip to Germany.
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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A Great Place To Buy & Sell!
201 1st Avenue SW
Cullman, AL 35055

256-347-4681

Southern Style
Carriage Service
Offering rides each day at Oktoberfest

Enjoy Your
Oktoberfest

STREET SALE

Thursday, October 3!
Set up your table and sell items with us.
Inside sales going all of Oktoberfest week.
REFRESHMENTS! COOKIE BAKING SCHEDULE We’ll have
fresh baked cookies for our customers with coffee and apple
cider as it gets cold. Weather permitting, we will have a yard
sale on the back lots off the alley. Lots of great prices.

H O W G O O D D O YO U F LY ?
Find out at the FREE Paper Airplane Contest Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday night during Oktoberfest 2019 at the
Festhalle. Airplanes will be judged on accuracy and
distance. Paper will be provided for plane construction on
site. Winners from each night move to finals on Saturday.

PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED
TO THE TOP WINNERS
(Not to mention Blue Angel bragging rights!)

TAKE OFF IS AT 7 PM, OCT. 2-5
FINALS ARE AT 2:45 PM SATURDAY

Also available for
special occasions

256-708-2924

Darrell Fuqua
91 County Road 1575 • Baileyton, Alabama 35019

CORN HOLE
TOURNAMENT
DATE:
TIME:

Saturday, October 5, 2019

4-7 p.m.

30 for amateur teams
COST: 50 per professional teams
(Other activities will be available for children)
COST:

$
$

REGISTRATION: online @ stpaulscullman.com,
online @ alabamacornhole.com/events
256-734-6580, pick forms up at the school office or register at the event
LOCATION: Goat

Island Brewery
on site

FOOD: Available

Sponsored by

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church & School
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“That was my first time to have German food,” she says.
“And I loved it.”
Upon her return, she excitedly rounded up the family for a trip
to Ol’ Heidelberg Café in Huntsville, insisting they try this “new”
food she loved.
Kyle, a young teen, was impressed and
over the years Ol’ Heidelberg was his choice
to visit for his birthday dinner.
Later, after he started cooking at Busy
Bee, the owner of Ol’ Heidelberg gave him
some German recipes. Others he devised
himself.
“I tried recreating those foods and
practiced the recipes until I got them right.
We also found some online that were good.
But some were bad. Some,” he laughs, “were
just terrible.”
In 2012 he did a test run of German
dishes, serving them at Busy Bee during
Oktoberfest.
Beams Kyle, “We got rave reviews.”

All of the business is gratifying in more ways than financial.
“It’s unbelievable the support the community gives us,” Kyle
says. “There are not many mom and pop places that stick around
100 years. They usually come and go.
“We have new faces every day. We also have the regulars who

A

mong the German schnitzel dishes on
the Busy Bee menu are hüan (chicken), käse
(pork), jäger (pork with “hunter” mushroom
gravy), ziguener (pork spicy gypsy sauce) and
honey pecan (chicken). And you can order a
loaded schnitzel sandwich topped with melted
gouda cheese.
Kyle also cooks a sausage platter with
your choice of bratwurst, knackwurst,
ranchwurst or currywurst.
Along with an array of American sides,
Busy Bee offers German potato salad,
German red cabbage, Bavarian sauerkraut
and spaetzle, which are small pasta-type
dumplings.
Jäger is their best-selling schnitzel
“without a doubt,” Kyle says.
One year he offered weinerschnitzel at
Oktoberfest, but veal that’s required is twice
as expensive as pork and easily burned. He
also tried honey pecan trout – a favorite of
his from Ol’ Heidelberg – but it was not a big
seller, though the honey pecan schnitzel does
well.
Some years back, the Cullman Oktoberfest
ran for 10 days. Later it was trimmed to a
week and now runs four days.
“We draw the same amount of revenue in
four days as we did in 10 days,” Kyle says.
“It’s just more compacted.”

S

Jägerschnitzel, above, is a top seller at Busy Bee. Below from left are co-owne
and chef Kyle Spears, employee Michelle Eidson and Nina Maibaum
formerly of Germany, who helps out in the kitchen.

o he and the staff are psyched-up for Oktoberfest.
“We get ridiculously busy,” he says. “It’s like grand opening
every single day.”
This Oktoberfest will likely bring his and Stevie’s mom out of
her grandchildren-playing retirement to run the cash register.

come in every day and eat the same thing. It’s very gratifying,” he
adds.
At the same time, they feel a sense of responsibility, a need
to preserve the restaurant and its place in Cullman’s German
foundations.
“We are,” says Kyle, “heritage.”
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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Vendors
In addition to Freddie Day Catering selling German food
daily at Festhalle, some food vendors will be serving
up a little of almost everything at Oktoberfest. Arts and
crafts and commercial vendors have registered to set
up in and around Depot Park from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. The Oktoberfest board will also operate its
retail tent near Festhalle with fun T-shirts and other attire,
steins, Alpine hats and Peter the German Teddy Bear.
Photos by David Moore
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CULLMAN

♥

Be an Ambassador
We enjoy a great quality of life
and quality job opportunities. We have
dynamic people working to promote Cullman,
but you are the perfect ambassador.
This is your home. You love it too!
We need you to…

Talk up Cullman
with all non-residents
you know and meet!

“Cullman is a fantastic place to live and raise a family. Great location,
abundant jobs, excellent schools and many recreational opportunities.
There is always a fun event going on!” – 2019 Burgermeister Steve
Moore, farmer and a Walmart Distribution Center supply chain manager

“Willkommen” Fuller Optical,

LLC

The Trusted Name In Eyecare

The Fuller family is proud to have
provided eye care in the
Cullman area for more than 75 years.

Danke
...
(thank you)

Friendly, knowledgeable staff always willing to help.

210 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, AL 35055

. . . Elaine Fuller for all the
years you’ve dedicated
to Cullman Oktoberfest

256-734-1121

Dr. Wayne B. Fuller, Optometrist
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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Traditional European Gifts, German Chocolates,
Candies, Bulk Spices, Teas, Toys and more

256-747-5737

Open Tuesday - Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm
218 1st Ave. SE, Cullman, Alabama 35055

knight-freeinsurance.com
410 1st Ave. SE, Suite 100 • Cullman

256-734-4060

Wescoat Free

Insuring our friends and neighbors since 1943

Celebrate Cullman’s Oldest Restaurant

Enjoy Authentic German Food
During Oktoberfest Week!

Sept. 30-Oct. 5
5 pm-Closing

1911 2ND AVENUE S.W.
CULLMAN, ALABAMA 35055
TEL: 256.739.0176
FAX: 256.737.0609
info @ eidsoninc.com

Closed On Sunday
101 5th Street SE

256-734-9958

COMPREHENSIVE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Service has been our company’s main goal since 1948
McGriff’s business philosophy is the same today as it was sixty-nine years ago be fair, work hard, provide excellent customer service and do your best no matter what the job

Leadership and commitment has brought McGriff Tire & Service a long way
Read our story at www.MCGRIFFTIREPROS.com

209 2nd Avenue NW, Cullman, AL 35055
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K9s-4-A-Kause
Dogs and dog lovers both love Oktoberfest. Both
are welcome, the one on a leash. They’re especially
welcome at the Cullman Kiwanis Club’s annual K9s-4-AKause event Saturday morning at the Walk of Flags at
Depot Park. Just show up for the event. But if you need
more info contact Melissa Henderson, 256-735-2507 or
Steve Sides, 256-338-3933. Proceeds help the club fund
reading programs, holiday baskets and gifts, knapsack
ministry, Hope Horses, Childhaven and more. Here’s the
tentative lineup and fee schedule:
• 9-10 a.m. – Registration. During this time any dog is
welcome to join a free tricks training session and run a
short agility course.
• 10-11 a.m. – Escapades. Awards for prettiest, best
trick, best costume, most handsome, worst hair day, best
vocal and celebrity look-a-like ($10).
• 11-11:30 a.m. – Races for all dogs ($10).
• 11:30 a.m.–until – Wiener dog racing; open to all
dachshunds ($10).
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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Alabama stars
fell on Germany
and France to
the explosions
of standing
ovations
Performing arts students
from Wallace State connect
with audiences from Cullman’s
sister city of Frankweiler to Paris

Story by
David Moore

R

esidents of Frankweiler gave the
Wallace State Community College Choir
and Jazz Band a standing ovation when
they performed there this summer. The
German residents cheered. They called for
an encore.
What a great start on a four-stop tour
in Germany and France. Music director
Tiffany Richter was thrilled for the
students.
But fingers of anxiety niggled through
her joy.
“I was a little worried that would be
the height of the emotion and everything
after that would feel anticlimactic,” Tiffany
says.
It was a total waste of worry.
“Every performance we had standing
ovations,” she beams, still amazed these
several months later. “That just doesn’t
happen. That was a big deal.”
Fifty-two band, choir and theatre
students and another 18 adults made the
10-day tour in May. Besides Frankweiler –
Cullman’s sister city – students performed
at:
• Grande Salle de L’Aubette in
Strasbourg, France;
• American Cathedral in Paris;
• American Cemetery at Colleville-surMer in Normandy, overlooking 9,388 white
crosses and stars of David, most marking
the final resting place of men who perished
75 years earlier in the D-Day invasion.
It was a moving finale to a moving tour.
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E

very other year, the Wallace State
choir usually does a tour. This latest –
which will be hard to top – was suggested
to Tiffany by her husband, the Rev. John
Richter.
“A few years ago he suggested I do a
show celebrating Alabama’s bicentennial,”
she recalls.
So in late 2017 she proposed a
performance to Wallace President Dr.
Vicki Karolewics that would include the
entire Performing Arts Department in a
celebration of music rooted in the state:

“Stars Fell on Alabama.” It would include
an array of music from vocal jazz to Muscle
Shoals tunes.
“We wanted to take the show on the
road, maybe to New York or even to Europe
and our sister city,” Tiffany says. “And Dr.
Karolewics was behind us for the European
experience.”
In fact, $2,000 scholarships were
budgeted for up to 50 students. And though
students had to come up with an additional
$1,600, it was a bargain for a deluxe, 10-day
European trip.
Band director and music department chair

The Wallace State performers visited Cullmannplatz on
their day in the their sister city of Frankweiler.
Photo by the Rev. John Richter.

Ricky Burks and Tiffany began working up
musical ensembles. Lauren Salerno, head
of the theatre department, worked with her
students who would perform monologues
between songs, describing what it’s like and
what it means to be raised in Alabama.
Prior to their May 15 departure, the group
staged three performances at Wallace that
drew great crowds.
“Up until Wednesday night before the
show, I was like, ‘This will never work. This
will never come together,’” Tiffany laughs.
“But I do that every year.”
More wasted worry.

T

he trip included visits to Heidelberg
Castle, Notre Dame Cathedral of
Strasbourg, Place de la Bastille, the Paris
Opera, Musee du Louvre, the Eiffel Tower,
Versailles and more.
But it was the performances that
brought down the house, starting in
Frankweiler. Locals warmly fed the
Wallace visitors and took them sightseeing.
The students sang in the church.
That night, the small civic building,
built for 100-150 people was packed, the
enthusiasm almost palatable.

“I wish every American choir and
orchestra would understand this is what
we want to hear,” the giddy German
tour manager told Tiffany during the
performance. “We have Bach and Mozart,
but what you are doing is authentic. It’s
real.”
“For the rest of the trip he was our
number one fan,” she laughs. “They loved
the gospel music, the country music, the
soul music from the 60s ... they loved
it. I knew the kids would do well, but I
had no idea the response would be that
monumental.”
2019 CULLMAN OKTOBERFEST
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Photos at top, provided by Tiffany Richter, capture parts of the performances at Frankweiler and the Abuette.
Below, photos by Vicki Karolewics show Becky Finley playing “Taps” at Normandy among thousands of military grave markers.

So monumental, students got
emotional. For an encore, they came back
with a rendition of Hank Williams’ “I Saw
the Light.”
The audience took up money and
handed it to the visitors.

T

he Abuette is a huge, 250-year-old
building in Strasbourg, mixing graceful
old vaulted ceilings and modern art for
a venue that hosts concerts and fashion
shows. The Wallace students performed in
its grand salle, or “big room.”
“We got in the ballroom and I looked
around and we had a huge crowd,” Tiffany
says. “Again, we had a standing ovation.
Each song was met with enthusiasm.”
The concert at the American Cathedral
of the Holy Trinity – which has served
as the spiritual home for an international
and multicultural community in Paris for
more than 130 years – generated more of
the same. Still, Tiffany wasted some worry
beforehand.
“I thought that would be the hardest
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show,” she says. “Parisians can be … you
know. But I had someone come up and
grab my hands afterward and say, ‘I was
not just entertained. I was uplifted.’”
Tiffany, who has been on the receiving
end of similar concerts, says she has never
seen audiences so engaged.
“In Frankweiler I expected them to
have a familial connection to us,” she
says. “But I didn’t think all of the concerts
would be such enthusiastic experiences.
Usually you sing in cathedrals to small
groups, people off the street.
“It’s not just the fact that these people
filled every building we were in,” she
continues. “I was shocked that from
beginning to end they were energized and
captured by the performances.”

F

inally, the students performed
at the American Cemetery overlooking
Omaha Beach. Ground zero for D-Day.
Ground seeped in the reverence of spilt
blood – hallowed ground on any day. And
this day was just two weeks before the

75th anniversary of the world-changing
event.
“I didn’t know if the kids would get
it,” Tiffany says. But they did. “And it
was incredible. It was very moving … an
incredibly sacred moment.”
They had made the three-hour drive
from Paris, and performed the 20-minute
sacred music portion of the program
shortly after noon around the flagpole near
the beach.
A saxophone quartet played
“America the Beautiful.” A trumpet
player performed “Taps.” The choir
sang a spiritual and, while facing the
field perfectly sown with row upon row
of white crosses, the choir sang “The
National Anthem.”
“It was,” says the proud music director,
“very cool. That was a very special day.”
All of which raises the question: How
do you top a tour like this?
“That’s a good question,” Tiffany says.
“But there are always ideas brewing. We
will see.”

Happy Oktoberfest Week

A Unique Shopping Experience
Exit 308 – East 1 Mile

256-734-5673

Pampered Chef Consultant

Jami Russell
256-348-1325
jami.cooking@yahoo.com
www.pamperedchef.biz/jamicooking

www.debsbookstore.com

New And Used Books
Your hometown bookstore just down the road!

256-736-2622

Tuesday - Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-2 • 207 3rd St SW, Downtown Cullman

Enjoy Your Oktoberfest

Don’t Miss The First Annual Little Pink Dress Benefit October 1

Put on your little pink dress and enjoy a ladies night out to
benefit Cullman County Bosom Buddies Foundation, Inc.
The Little Pink Dress Benefit will take place on Tuesday,
October 1st at Top of the Town in Cullman. Doors will
open at 5:30 p.m.; dinner includes a four course
meal catered by Designs By Grace. A live
and silent auction will also take place
during the evening.
Brenda Ladun will be our guest
speaker and Christina Chamber as our
guest emcee for the evening.
Ticket options are $75 for a single
ticket and $500 for a table of eight. Your
ticket includes a catered four-course meal; a

complimentary photo, and a gift bag containing coupons
provided by sponsors.
Tickets available at: Options; Wendy’s Health and
Nutrition; The Sweetheart Tree, or through PayPal.
The Cullman County Bosom Buddies Foundation
is an all-volunteer, non-profit that assists Cullman
county residents in need of assistance with dayto-day living expenses while they are in a cancer
treatment program. For more information
about the event, to purchase tickets or to
inquire about sponsorship please contact
foundation president Louise Cole at (256) 5035301; lcole7857@gmail.com or Judy Grissom at
(256) 347-5993; options5993@gmail.com

Chemo Caps,
Wigs,
Head Wraps
& More!

Judy Watts Grissom,Owner/Founder
options5993@gmail.com

256-347-5993

Open to the Public Tuesday-Saturday

Proceeds benefit Cullman County Bosom Buddies Foundation, LLC that works to meet the needs of cancer patients and their families. 2201 2nd Avenue NW, Cullman
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Living Farm
Some 2,000 school youngsters visit Peinhardt
Living History Farm throughout October for a
hands-on field trip to learn about farm life in the
1930s and 1940s in North Alabama. Whether
they came with a class or not, everyone is
welcome to the old German families’ annual
public day Saturday, Oct. 19. During the Cullman
tradition, kids and their parents can pet the pig,
sheep, baby chicks and bunnies. Ride a muledrawn covered wagon and sing “Old MacDonald
Had a Farm.” Try your hand at plowing behind a
mule. Lots of local volunteers will be on hand to
share their experiences and demonstrate skills of
yesterday. Leave with armloads of remembrances
including pumpkins, cotton, sweet potatoes, blue
bird houses, apple pigs, cotton boll ornaments,
wooden pegs, crosscut saw rounds and much
more. Don’t miss out on this slice of history 9
a.m.-3 p.m. at Peinhardt Living History Farm Day.
It is free for 4 and under; $5 for kids 5 to 11; $7
for 13 and up. The farm is located at 1711 Talley
Ho Street, Cullman, just off U.S. 278 immediately
east of I-65. For more info: www.peinhardtfarm.
org or FB Peinhardt Living History Farm.
Photos by Emily Price.
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Mary Carter Store

ud
Pro

104 4th Street SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256.734.7908

ly Celebrating Ov
er

50

YEARS OF BARBERING

marycarter.com

/marycarterstore

East Side Barber Shop

Family Owned And Operated
Proudly Serving Cullman Since 1964

Established
1962

256-734-9969

105 5th St SE
Cullman, AL
Next to Busy
Bee Cafe

BOB
WALLACE
APPLIANCE

The

Duchess
Bakery, Inc.

“We Service What We Sell”

– Since 1939 –
Bo & Scott
Waldrep
State Licensed
Master Barbers

• Paint • Hardware • Automotive Keys
• Radio Flyer • Picture Framing
• Hunting • Fishing • And So Much More!

Voted #1 Barber Shop & #1 Barbers

222 1st Ave SE
Cullman, Alabama 35055

224 1st Avenue SE
Cullman, AL 35055

Tues. - Sat. 7am-4pm

Sales, Service & Parts

256-734-0684

256-841-5280

Can easily work 24/7
Call today for more
information and pricing

256-595-1171

action-excavating.com
Serving Cullman and
surrounding areas

3330 AL HWY 157 • Cullman

256-734-3225

READY WHEN YOU ARE

ECKENROD FORD LINCOLN

Happy Oktoberfest!

Continental

Mustang

Explorer

5255 AL Highway 157 • Cullman, Alabama

MKZ

Navigator

Aviator

Expedition

F150 King Ranch

256-734-3361

Nautilus

Ranger XLT

Super Duty F450

www.eckenrodford.com
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Burgermeister Gallery
1982-2018

2018
Ben Harrison

2017
John Dean

2016
Rev. John Ritcher

2015
Nicole Vance

2014
Vicki Karolewics

2013
Marsha Franks

2012
Nancy Moore

2011
Michael Sullins

2010
Angie Jochum

2009
Roy Drinkard

2008 Pat and
Philip Clemmons

2007
Pete Misegades

2006
Ernest Hauk

2005
Judy Brown

2004
Donald Green

2003
Pat Kurtz

2002
Grady Griffin

2001
Larry Rowlette

2000
Al Grobe

1999
Herman Bergner

1998
Rev. Harold Hermetz

1997
Fred Abt

1996
Rev. Robert Kurtz

1995
Fred Hale

1994
Jane Mize

1993
Dean Misegades

1992
Otto Evers

1991
Greg Clark

1990
George Warnke

1989
Ralph Kreps

1988
Pat Clark

1987
Raymond Yost

1986
Jim Swofford

1985
Hubert Richter

1984
Ann Gregath

1983
Bob McGukin

1982
Carl Stiefelmeyer

MAKE THE SWITCH TO MITCH
MITCH SMITH CHEVROLET
1655 Cherokee Avenue SW
Cullman, Alabama
Samuel Tucker

Adam Aker

Joel Gonzalez

Gary Reid

Jim Cheatham

Dylan Curvin

Billy Hulsey

Darren Campbell

Sales

Sales

Sales

Sales

Sales

Sales

Sales

Sales

Ramona Weeks

Tiffany Hulsey

Sales

Sales

DISCOVER THE NEW SILVERADOS

Jesse Ramirez
Sales

NO
DOC
FEES

FAIR
PRICE
PROMISE

Oscar Ramirez

BDC Manager

Dustin Hembree
New Vehicle Mgr.

Sales

Wayne Day

Sales

Christie Bright

Josh Griffin

Cust. Exp. Amb.

256-734-6430

Randy Lamb

Used Vehicle Mgr.

Tim Calvert

General Sales Mgr.

www.MSCHEV.com

Summer Coots
Title Clerk

Sharon Smith
Dealer

Paul Schaffer
General Manager

Shelia Windsor
F & I Manager

Wayne King
F & I Manager

Shelley Stewart
Office Manager

